In East Asia, the modern hydrographical survey was promoted during the Opium War (1840-1842) and the Arrow War (1856-1860) by Western countries, which demanded the establishment of modern trade relations with this area.
accumulated mainly during 1880s. In contrast, only one sheet of 1: 200,000 and one sheet of 1:500,000 maps were printed till the end of 1894 for Taiwan, which had been unexpected to be battlefield (Fig.2) . However, Japanese army concentrated surveyors to Taiwan for plane table surveying after the conclusion of the peace treaty of Shimonoseki (1895), in which the cession of Taiwan was specified. Until 1903, 147 sheets of 1: 50,000 and 1: 20,000 maps, which covered coastal areas, were completed. Although the same kind of military survey was started in Korea, it took longer time to cover the whole area than that in Taiwan, mainly because of the native people's resistance movements against it.
Subsequent cadastral and topographical surveys including triangulation in colonial Taiwan and Korea were carried out on the basis of these preceding mappings. In addition to geographical knowledge summarized in these transitional maps, surveyors who had mastered specialized skills during the wartime mapping played important roles in these colonial projects. It should be also noted native youth were trained and hired for these surveys.
